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Members Call Bush Spending Increase: “Generous” 
Pledge to Work for Less Spending 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today members of the House Republican Study Committee 
(RSC), responded to President Bush’s Fiscal Year 2004 Budget submission. 
 

“With the need to strengthen our domestic homeland security operations and to 
provide our military with the resources necessary to face numerous national 
security threats, the FY 2004 Budget should be an opportunity to reprioritize 
government spending.  While I am pleased that the President proposes to devote 
additional resources to both homeland security functions and the Department of 
Defense, I believe the proposed 3.8% increase for the other discretionary 
operations of the government and the proposed increases in mandatory spending 
are overly generous given the state of the economy and the other pressing 
demands on government resources,” stated Rep. Sue Myrick (R-NC), Chairman 
of the RSC. 

 
Rep. Pat Toomey (R-PA) head of the RSC’s Budget Task Force added “After 
a decade of excessive growth in government spending, I am encouraged that we 
finally have a President who understands the importance of restraining spending.” 

 
After noting that the President's Budget grows total discretionary and non-
defense, non-homeland-security discretionary spending at a rate higher than the 
projected growth in the economy and the projected inflation rate, Rep. Toomey 
concluded, “However, I think that the President's budget should be a ceiling on 
spending, not a floor. Congress should use the President's budget as a starting 
point and ensure that total federal spending does not grow any faster than the 
economy as a whole. Since defense and homeland security spending requires 
greater growth, the rest of the budget needs further restraint.” 

 
The Republican Study Committee has led the fight for fiscal restraint in Congress, 
working to hold the FY 2003 Budget to no more than the President’s request. 
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